Spring Fanfare									Liz Hodgson

Lead Voice: Fanfares, fanfares of daffodils
Proclaiming spring, proclaiming spring 
Second Voice: Fanfares fanfares of daffo-daffodils
Proclaiming spring, it’s spring! Proclaiming spring 
Third Voice: Fanfares, of daffo-daffodils
Proclaiming spring, spring, spring, proclaiming spring

Verse:
So spring’s upon us now
And summer close behind so quickly
Did it come too soon?
We love the warmth and light and colour 
Even when the seasons start to change their tune
It’s time to sing of climate change
And all the consequences we can’t mention
Can spring still bring us re-assurance 
Even when we feel such apprehension?


It’s no longer possible to sing about seasonal change without mentioning climate change. The other songs in the Cycle focus on savouring the turning year, but this one had to pay attention to when changes happen and why.

These lyrics took a while to form but finally gelled on a weekend in Normandy with the Pop-up Arts Collective (lucky me!) with one small adjustment worked out with Towersey Village Voices and others at a January 2020 workshop, where the whole Cycle was learned and sung in one day. 

Inspiration for the style and structure of this song came from joining Oxfordshire Harmony one winter to revive my connection with West Gallery singing. Large debt owed to Dave Townsend for that. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A bit of guidance: Don’t slow down till the very last few notes and sing the whole thing with vigour. It’s not supposed to be ‘pretty’. The long line in the verse can be split between voices, after ‘change’ and ‘reassurance’, if the range is too large, or for effect. The chorus feels like it can’t possibly fit together, but it does! After the verse it’s fun to bring in the chorus with all three parts straightaway, rather than stagger the entries as at the start. The recordings of the second and third parts give you the first and last choruses; the lead part recording gives you the verse as well, but everyone can sing that too. 



